[A manifestation suggesting juvenile spondylarthropathy: anterior tibial enthesitis. Apropos of 3 cases].
The tibial tuberosity may be affected by enthesitis in seronegative spondylarthropathies, especially in childhood. Three personal cases illustrate this possibility. Data from the literature seem to confirm that enthesitis is more common in juvenile forms (where it may occur as the first manifestation) than in adult forms. Enthesitis is manifested mainly by clinical symptoms. Roentgenographic changes are inconsistent and variable; ossification may develop. Osgood Schlatter disease is the main differential diagnosis. Persistent enthesitis of the tibial tuberosity in a young boy should suggest spondylarthropathy.